BIOGRAPHY – D.E. MARTIN

Brigadier-General Martin joined the Canadian Forces in 1972. He attended the Royal Military College, Kingston Ontario, and graduated in 1976 with a Bachelor's Degree in Engineering. He received his pilot's wings in 1977, and after conversion training on helicopters, was assigned to 443 Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron in Shearwater, Nova Scotia. He served with HS 443 for four years, in helicopter detachments onboard a variety of HMC Ships. 

Following his tour in Shearwater, Brigadier-General Martin undertook Post-Graduate training at the University of Waterloo, prior to returning to the Royal Military College as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Engineering and Management. While on staff at the College he received his promotion to Major. 

In 1987, Brigadier-General Martin was selected to attend the two-year German General Staff College in Hamburg, Germany. On completion, he was posted back to Shearwater for a tour with 423 Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron that included deployment on HMCS ATHABASKAN during the 1990/1991 Persian Gulf War as Detachment Commander. 

Following 423 Squadron, Brigadier-General Martin served for two years with 406 Maritime Operational Training Squadron, in Shearwater, as Deputy Commanding Officer, and then for one year at Maritime Air Group Headquarters, in Halifax, as the Rotary Wing Maritime Air Standards Team Leader. 

Brigadier-General Martin was promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel in 1995, and appointed Staff Officer to the Chief of the Defence Staff, at National Defence Headquarters. In 1997, he returned to Shearwater to take command of 423 Maritime Helicopter Squadron. Promoted to Colonel the following year, he was posted back to Ottawa as Project Director Year 2000 for the Department of National Defence's Operational Readiness Program, and then served as the Executive Assistant to the Chief of the Defence Staff. In 2002 Brigadier-General Martin attended the Royal College of Defence Studies in London, England, prior to assuming command of 12 Wing 17 January 2003. In 2004, Brigadier-General Martin was promoted to his current rank and appointed to the Air Staff in Ottawa as Director General Air Force Development. In 2006, he was appointed Assistant Chief of the Air Staff.  In February 2007 he assumed the position of CEO Canadian Forces Personnel Support Agency (CFPSA).  On 1 October 2008, BGen Martin retired from the CF and assumed his current position as Director General Personnel and Family Support Services (DGPFSS).
